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CHURCH PLANT
in (un)churched
THE PRESENT SITUATION...

NAGAYO
Nagasaki

500 years ago, Nagasaki
was known as the main
center of Christianity in
Japan.
Then, expulsion of
missionaries, brutal
persecutions, and torture
nearly stamped out the
Christians.
Now, after so many years
of sowing the Gospel by
faithful missionaries, we
are on the verge of seeing
Nagayo being removed
from the list of
"unchurched towns" in
Japan. But in order for this
to happen, we need the
Body of Christ to come
alongside.
Would you prayerfully
consider a special gift
towards this historical
moment for Nagasaki?

Fabio & Elizabeth Tsukayama

For more information, visit
www.nagasakichurch.com

...OUR DREAM
*This is a computer generated image.

Sobre Nós

Japan has a special place in our hearts. It is the place
where we met (1999), the place where Fabio was
saved, the place where our first son was born, and the
place where we were called to ministry.
After serving in various roles and partnering with
various denominations throughout the years, in
Japan, the USA and Brazil, God called us back to this
nation with a clear mission: To plant a church in the
unchurched town of Nagayo, Nagasaki.
In 2015, God spoke to us while we were serving in
Brazil. In 2018, we were received by a partnering
church in Tokyo. In 2020, our 7th baby was born with
a life-threatening disease. Her liver transplant
surgery, as well as Covid-19 restrictions, made
everything more difficult (and painful!). We held off
on our move to Nagasaki, but by 2021 we could not
hold back anymore!
In May of 2021, we made our move to Nagasaki. Even
before our home was settled, we were meeting people,
and by August, we were holding meetings in our
living room.
Now we have outgrown our living+dining room and
the other day (May 7) we squeezed thirty-five people
into our house!
Our group is filled with a great sense of expectation
and excitement. The Lord has brought us together as
a beautiful family, as a team. With a rich variety of
cultures, history, gifts and talents, we have ONE thing
in common: To Love Jesus and Make Him Known.
"It has not been an easy ride and this journey has cost us

DEUTERONÔMIO 1:21
"Eis aqui o Senhor teu Deus tem posto
esta terra diante de ti; sobe, toma posse
dela, como te falou o Senhor Deus de
teus pais; não temas, e não te assustes."

many things and produced many "scars". Yet, we are
excited about what God is doing in Japan, in Nagasaki!
We know we cannot do this alone and we don't want to.
This is Kingdom work! For this reason, we invite you to
join us in the privilege of planting one more church in
Japan in 2022!"

2022 PLANTAÇÃO DA PRIMEIRA IGREJA DE NAGAYO

The Vision
The goal is simple and clear. We want to be a family
that seeks every opportunity to share the love of
Jesus, to see individual lives and families flourish
spiritually, emotionally, and socially in Nagayo,
Nagasaki.
In order to reach those who need Jesus' love the
most, we understand that we need to be engaged
and involved in society. We believe and practice the
"Go" as a church, but we want to make space for
people to also "Come".
We love the words Jesus spoke to people, "Come to
me" and "Come all who are weary" . We know that
this "Come" refers to coming to Jesus, but we also
understand the importance of having a place to
come to - a place in the community that is visible
and welcoming. In this day and age, having a
physical location is vital for us to be viewed as part
of the community, particularly in this culture.

“Enlarge the place of your tent,
stretch your tent curtains wide,
do not hold back;
lengthen your cords,
strengthen your stakes.
For you will spread out to the
right and to the left..."
ISAIAH 54:2,3

The Opportunity
As we outgrew our living room, we searched for a
place to hold our meetings. We were denied the usage
of community centers for worship and could not find a
suitable place to rent. Finally, back in October, we
found an old building on a main street that had been
empty for the last ten years. As we looked into it, it
turns out that it it now costs 1/3 of what it was five
years ago! It is located in the heart of the town and
near the train station (in Japan this is very valuable!).
When we found this place, we also received a Scripture
from five different people in different countries:
"Enlarge the place of your tent...spread out to the right
and to the left..."

The Place Now
"This place looks pretty bad...", is what most people
would say. As the Japanese builder who came to
take a look at it said, "I see on TV that Americans
like to renovate buildings. In our culture, we tear
down and build new."
As he told us that, we understood why it had been
empty and waiting for us for more than ten years.
During the time we lived in the USA, Fabio was
learning construction 😊. Despite the builder's
negative comments, Fabio said, "This place is
beautiful. I've seen homes worse than this which we
turned into great places".
It is true that a lot of the work we cannot do
ourselves, but there are many things our group
can work on DIY style, and we are willing!

The Dream
As a means of providing a bridge into the local
community, we have a vision to operate a café in
the building during the week. We also plan to host
pastors' breakfasts to strengthen the work
among the few churches in the surrounding
areas, provide support for single mothers, young
moms, children who are unable to attend school
(a common problem in this society), hold family
and parenting seminars, English classes and
language exchange gatherings, a Gospel choir,
cooking classes, music and coffee for the elderly
on certain dates, and anything else God might
show us and lead us to. We're willing!
Our friend in Brazil generated these beautiful
images of what the first floor could look like, as a
café during the week, and for church on Sundays.

F.A.Q.
Q: How are things going at this point?
A: We are writing a letter to the owner to explain our situation while preparing ourselves
to raise the funds.
Q: How do you plan to buy it?
A: Cash. It is not possible in Japan to get a loan for a church.
Q: How and where is the money going to come from?
A: By a miracle...in people's hearts 😊. We are starting with ourselves, and then inviting
our church group, everyone's friends and families in Japan, then in our respective
countries, and to the ends of the earth to join us!
Q: How much do you need?
A: US$300,000. This includes the purchase of the venue, all included fees, total
renovation of all three floors, furnishing, decorating, and set up for church and café.
Q: Can you really do all that for that price in a country like Japan?
A: Fabio spent a good time figuring an estimate and a builder figured about the same.
Q: By when do you need the money?
A: By the end of July 2022.
Q: What happens if you sign the contract but are unable to buy it due to the lack of
funds?
A: We lose our deposit, cry, and then get up and try again. If those that came before us did
not give up until the point of death, why would we give up, because of money?
Q: Whose name will the building be in?
A: Our Japanese parent church in Shiga Prefecture:
, Moriyama Christ
Gospel Church, which is a registered church, so we'll be exempt from property taxes.

守山キリスト福音教会

Q: Can you trust to put it all under their name?
A: Hands down, yes. We have a relationship of over twenty years with them and they are
deeply involved and committed to reaching Japan for Christ. They will also be writing a
document about our relationship with them in the case of a change of leadership on their
end.
Q: Ok, how do I give?
A: Thank you, you are awesome! Please look at the back of this brochure. Additionally,
you may go to our website and find step-by-step instructions on how to do it:
nagasakichurch.com
Q: I want to mobilize others to give. How can I do it?
A: Yay!! We need you! We have a few people doing this. There are many ways of doing it.
Some are doing it from a platform, others in their living room. Some are talking to key
people. For this reason, we are making all this material available in PDF format on our
website + a video where we speak and show what is happening here. Then all you have to
do is to help them figure out how to transfer the money either to one of our partnering
churches in the US, Brazil or directly into the Japanese church's account.
Q: I'm a skilled builder. Can I go there and help?
A: Please! Get in touch with us!

nagasakichurch.com

Ways to Give
All the funds will go straight to our mother church's bank account and are managed by them.
Nothing will pass through our hands. If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Yuya
Ueda directly by email (English OK): mcg-church@sky.plala.or.jp OR phone at: 077-583-2262
(English OK) *Please add Japan code (+81) if you are calling from overseas, and kindly take into
consideration the time difference.

Checks in the USA
IF YOU ARE IN THE USA, YOU CAN SEND A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CHECK TO:
• LIVING WORD CHURCH
Make check payable to Living Word Church, and write JAPAN in the memo, or include a
note. Send to: 2248 186th Street. Lansing, IL 60438

Bank Transfers ( from any country )
• Transferwise (Credit/Debit Card, ACH, etc. OK!)*: www.wise.com
• Traditional Wire Transfer directly to Japan*
*For details and more ways to give: nagasakichurch.com/donation

From Japan
IF YOU ARE IN JAPAN, YOU CAN MAKE A DEPOSIT TO RAKUTEN BANK (

楽天銀行)

For bank info and more details, please visit: nagasakichurch.com/donation

A testimony of His love
Having a permanent presence gives us credibility in people's eyes. As we come together to
make this happen, it will be a testimony of God's love for the people of Nagayo. As tangible
evidence of such, we will print the name of all donors (who are not opposed to it) on the wood
blocks that will go on the wall. See below for details.
*If you do not desire to have this done, please let us know.

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.
2 CORINTHIANS 9 (Read whole chapter!)

*When you send your donation, please let us know so we can confirm it went through,
thank you properly, and update you about our progress.
Please also let us know how you would like your name to appear on the woodblock print.
Please write it in an email or on the image below and send us a picture of it.
The email: nagayo.moriyamachurch@gmail.com

*Below are some examples:
John Smith, The Smith Family, Gospel Church Family,

木村明子 , 木村ファミリー , etc.
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CHURCH PLANT

in (un)churched

NAGAYO

”I have been praying for Nagayo, a town without a church, since April of 2004. My prayer was:
Lord, please bless this city.
Please send someone to preach the gospel in this city
Please
build a church in this city. Now, this prayer is about to come true. Hallelujah!”
Pastor Masami Ueda. Pastor, church planter, Bible school teacher, Visionary of the
"3-town-churchplant", including Nagayo, and facilitator for us to come to Japan.

①

②

③

”With a Christian population of less than 1% in Japan, the planting of the first church in an
unchurched area will have a tremendous impact. As the mother church in Japan, we hope to work
together with hope and focus on what the Lord is doing.”
Pastor of Moriyama Christ Gospel Church, mother church of branches in MinamiSatsuma, Hirakawa, and Nagasaki; member of TPKF group, teacher at Kansai Bible
Institute (KBI), Chairman of Asian Outreach Japan. He and his wife Sawa have two sons
and two daughters.

"It has been a joy to witness God’s anointing and continued blessing on the Tsukayama family as they
answer God’s call to bring the Gospel to the people of Nagayo. I look forward to seeing the community
transformed as they plant this church."
Royden Toma
JEMS Japan Mission Director

”God has had His eye on Nagayo for some time. One missionary family was having very good response
there when a decision by their agency pulled them out suddenly. Their greatest strength in evangelism
was their several children, so we are particularly excited that God has brought the Tsukayamas here to
fill that void. We are behind them 100%!”
Jack and Cathy Garrott have been missionaries in Omura (45 minutes from Nagayo)
since 1981. Jack is a Missionary Kid, born in Japan himself.

”In 1998, God led us to move to Nagayo, Japan in hopes of planting a church. There were 40,000
people and not one evangelical church of any kind. We spent two years there, prayerwalking,
sharing the Gospel, and holding home Bible studies. We could not be more excited to see how God
is so faithful to His own mission and will, and how He called the Tsukayamas to Nagayo to continue
the work of making disciples in this city He loves!”
Ronny and Kathy Cooksey, formerly missionaries to Japan. Ronny is currently pastor
of Sandia Baptist Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA.

Read more at nagasakichurch.com

